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April 2, 2013 
 
The City Council of the City of Fort Morgan, Colorado, met this day in the Council Chambers of 
City Hall.  The Honorable Mayor Terry L. McAlister called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 
p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 
Roll Call:   Present: Honorable Mayor Terry L. McAlister 
 Councilmember Scott Bryan 
 Councilmember Christine Castoe 
 Councilmember Debra J. Forstedt 

 Councilmember Lisa Northrup 
 Councilmember Joe Segura Jr. 
 Councilmember Ronald Shaver 
 

The meeting was also attended by City Manager Jeff Wells, Police Chief Keith Kuretich, 
Municipal Engineer Brad Curtis, City Treasurer Jeanne Kinney, Community Development 
Director David Callahan, Water Resources/Utilities Director Brent Nation, Human 
Resources/Risk Management Director Michael Boyer and City Clerk/PIO John Brennan. 
              
APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE MARCH 19, 2013 CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING  
 
Councilmember Debra Forstedt offered a resolution to approve the minutes as presented in the 
council meeting packets, which was seconded by Councilmember Ron Shaver and approved 
unanimously. 
              
PROCLAMATION DECLARING APRIL TO BE SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH  
 
Mayor Terry McAlister read the proclamation and presented a formal copy to representatives of 
Sexual Assault Response Advocates Inc. 
              
PROPOSAL FOR POSSIBLE DONATION FOR PROMOTION OF BANDSHELL    
 
Kerry Hart, president of Morgan Community College, reviewed his proposal for a ribbon-cutting 
ceremony/celebration for the planned community band shell to be built in City Park, which would 
involve concerts and a professionally recorded CD. The total budget for the project was 
estimated at $14,000, and Hart said the band shell group was asking the city for any level of 
contribution it would be willing to make to support the project. 
Discussion of the amount and source of any city contribution followed, as such a donation had 
not been planned in the 2013 city budget. Mayor McAlister said he would like to see the city try 
to fund half of the projected budget amount, and asked City Manager Jeff Wells to review the 
budget and prepare a report to the council. No formal action was taken. 
              
COUNCIL ACTING AS THE LOCAL LICENSING AUTHORITY – PUBLIC HEARING ON A 
NEW APPLICATION FOR A 3.2% BEER LICENSE FOR MAVERIK INC.  
 
McAlister reviewed the format of the hearing, City Clerk/PIO John Brennan confirmed that 
proper legal notice of the hearing had been published and Police Chief Keith Kuretich said a 
notice had been posted on the property.  
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Brennan introduced the representatives of Maverik and reviewed the background of the 
application. Brennan noted that the results of the fingerprint checks on the two principals of 
Maverik Inc. had not been received yet from the Colorado Bureau of Investigation, but that staff 
felt comfortable having the local licensing authority consider the application contingent on those 
results, due to the size and reputation of the company and the substantial investment made in 
the new Fort Morgan store. 
Brennan reviewed the results of petitioning to establish the needs and desires of the 
neighborhood and adult inhabitants for the beer license, which had been conducted by Liquor 
Licensing Professionals Inc. of Manitou Springs, Colo. The results showed 146 of 164 signers in 
favor of the license. Susan Duffy Schwall of Liquor Licensing Professionals was sworn in and 
described the petition process and results in more detail. 
No public comments were made at the hearing, and Brennan said none had been received by 
his office prior to the hearing.  
Forstedt made a motion to close the public hearing, which was seconded by Bryan and 
approved unanimously. 
Wells briefed the council on its options, which were to approve or deny the application based on 
whether the applicant had met the burden of proving the needs and desires of the neighborhood 
and adult inhabitants for the license through evidence presented during the public hearing, or to 
continue the hearing to obtain more information. 
Brennan asked the council to consider approving the application contingent on the results of the 
fingerprint checks coming back satisfactorily, and allow city staff to proceed with processing the 
application to the state liquor enforcement division. 
Shaver offered a resolution approving the application for a 3.2 percent beer retail license (off 
premises) for Maverik Inc. at 1206 Main St., with the conditions stated by the city clerk. That 
resolution was seconded by Forstedt and approved unanimously. 
              
FIRST READING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE MUNICIPAL CODE TO PROHIBIT 
DOGS IN THE FORT MORGAN CEMETERY 
 
Wells said the council had discussed this proposed action at its previous meeting and a 
proposed ordinance was being brought for first reading based on that discussion. He noted that 
an exception for dogs attending funeral services had been added at the request of the council. 
Wells said the ordinance would give city law and code enforcement officials the ability to cite 
people who allow their dogs in the cemetery. 
Council discussion followed about the need for the ordinance and input received from 
constituents, with several council members reporting they had received comments that the 
proposed measure would punish all dog owners for the actions of just a few who do not clean 
up after their dogs. Suggestions were also made that the city try other ways to resolve the 
problem of dog waste in the cemetery, such as providing plastic bags and signage directing 
people to clean up after their dogs. 
Andy Blake of 617 W. 6th Avenue in Fort Morgan spoke to the council about the proposed 
ordinance, saying owners can control where their dogs defecate and the city should not punish 
all dog owners because some fail to clean up after their animals. 
Wells noted that if the ordinance were passed on first reading at this meeting a public hearing 
could be held on second reading at the next council meeting, giving the public another 
opportunity to speak about the ordinance. 
Councilmember Lisa Northrup offer a resolution to approve the first reading of an Ordinance 
amending Chapter 7 Article 2 of the Fort Morgan Municipal Code to prohibit dogs in the Fort 
Morgan Cemetery. That resolution was seconded by Councilmember Joe Segura Jr. and 
approved on a vote of 6-1, with Councilmember Christine Castoe voting against. 
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SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING OF AN ORDINANCE ENACTING A 
MORATORIUM ON COMMERCIAL MARIJUANA OPERATIONS IN FORT MORGAN 
 
McAlister reviewed the format for the public hearing and Brennan confirmed that proper legal 
notice of the hearing had been published. Wells explained that the ordinance would impose a 
moratorium to halt any commercial recreational marijuana operations in the city, allowing the 
council more time to gather public input and determine how the state would impose its 
regulations on such enterprises. The moratorium would be effective until Dec. 31, 2013, but 
could be shortened or extended by the council, Wells said. 
No public comments were received at the hearing, and Brennan said none had been received 
by his office prior to the hearing. 
Council discussion followed, with council members expressing worry about the lack of local 
control and the fact that many of the issues surrounding commercial recreational marijuana at 
the state level were yet to be resolved. Several said the moratorium would be helpful in allowing 
the city to avoid having recreational marijuana businesses starting up while the state figures out 
how to regulate them. 
Wells noted that if the council approved the moratorium on second reading at least four more 
opportunities for public input would be provided, including planned public meetings in each ward 
of the city and another public hearing if the council decided to move forward in the future with 
another ordinance banning commercial marijuana operations. Councilmember Shaver noted 
that the ordinance only imposed a moratorium on commercial establishments and not on 
personal use, which he said seemed to be a misconception among some residents. 
Forstedt made a motion to close the public hearing, which was seconded by Shaver and 
approved unanimously. 
Wells then reviewed the options before the council, which included approval or denial of the 
ordinance on second reading, or continuation of the public hearing to seek additional 
information and feedback. 
Northrup offered a resolution to approve the second and final reading of Ordinance No. 1135, 
An Ordinance imposing a moratorium on the operation of marijuana establishments pursuant to 
Amendment 64. That resolution was seconded by Forstedt and approved unanimously. 
              
PRESENTATION ON PETITION FOR ANNEXATION       
 
Community Development Director David Callahan explained some of the unusual aspects of 
this proposed annexation, which would involve a 50-unit apartment complex for migrant 
workers. Because of these issues, the annexation petition was not being presented for action at 
this time, but for the council’s information to be aware of the nature of the matter, Callahan said. 
It would be presented for formal acceptance at a future meeting, he said, which would begin the 
formal annexation process. 
After several council questions about the appraised value of the land and any obligation by the 
city to purchase excess property involved, no formal action was taken. 
              
DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON AN AGREEMENT WITH THE COLORADO 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION REGARDING US 34 TRAFFIC SIGNAL 
IMPROVEMENTS 
 
Municipal Engineer Brad Curtis explained that CDOT had been working to upgrade traffic 
signals along US 34 through Fort Morgan for several years, and planned to do this at the Main 
Street intersection this year. Barlow Road would be the next scheduled site but it had been 
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determined that more design work and additional utility improvements would be necessary at 
that location. 
Curtis said he was asking for council approval to authorize the mayor to sign an agreement with 
CDOT for reimbursement up to $70,000 for the Main Street project, and also authorize staff to 
expend $100,000 from the capital budget for 2013 to do additional utility work at Barlow Road 
and US 34. 
Councilmember Scott Bryan offered a resolution to authorize the mayor to sign the agreement 
with CDOT for reimbursement up to $70,000. That resolution was seconded by Shaver and 
approved unanimously. 
Curtis then asked if the council could do a second action to authorize the expenditure of the 
additional $100,000 in capital funds for utility improvements at Barlow Road. Bryan amended his 
original resolution to include the additional expenditure of $100,000, and that amended 
resolution was seconded by Shaver and approved unanimously. 
              
PRESENTATION ON PROPOSED REWRITE OF COMPREHENSIVE PLAN    
 
Wells said this was included on the agenda under the 2014 budget calendar to determine if the 
council felt the comprehensive plan should be updated and if so whether funding for it should be 
set aside over several years. Callahan outlined the need for the rewrite of the plan, which he 
was proposing for 2015 or 2016 and would cost an estimated $100,000 to $150,000. 
Council discussion followed about the need for the rewrite and the timing proposed. Wells said 
the purpose of the presentation was to communicate the importance of a new comprehensive 
plan, and that the cost and budgeting issues related to it could be discussed when the council 
and staff get to the point of developing the capital portion of the 2014 budget. No formal action 
was taken. 
              
PRESENTATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON CREATION OF A CITY INVESTMENT 
COMMITTEE AND DISCUSSION OF CITY INVESTMENT POLICY 
 
Wells said he and City Treasurer Jean Kinney had been discussing ways to maximize the return 
on the city’s investments, and were looking for council direction on two issues: how to update 
the city’s investment policy to match current realities and whether to form a committee of council 
and staff members and perhaps outside experts to manage the city’s investments. 
Kinney said she had been approached by companies offering to manage city investments, but 
to even make a decision to move in that direction was something she felt an investment 
committee could be very helpful in determining. The committee would also guide the updating of 
the city’s investment policy, which was last revised in 1993. 
Forstedt made a motion to authorize the city manager to create an investment committee as 
discussed, which was seconded by Bryan and approved unanimously. 
              
PUBLIC COMMENT / AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION       
 
Jackie Reyman, president of the Morgan County Board of Realtors, spoke to the council about a 
request for an exception to the city’s sign code during a national open house event in late April. 
Wells said the city staff could investigate the request and what accommodations might be 
possible and bring the issue back to the council for consideration if that was necessary. 
              
REPORTS BY OFFICIALS AND STAFF         
 
Wells reported on a change in the way city staff would provide monthly reports to the council, a 
stop in Fort Morgan by the Colorado Freedom Memorial Foundation on April 8 and a water line 
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leak at the parks shop building. Forstedt spoke about a Take Back the Night event planned for 
April 19 and other events scheduled during April for Sexual Assault Awareness Month. 
              
BIDS, MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS        
 
Brennan announced current bids and upcoming meetings, and several upcoming events and 
programs. 
              
EXECUTIVE SESSION            
 
The regular meeting concluded at 8:26 p.m., and Forstedt made a motion to convene the first of 
two scheduled executive sessions. That motion was seconded by Shaver and approved 
unanimously. The first executive session had been published as follows: 

EXECUTIVE SESSION for the purpose of determining positions relative to matters that may 
be subject to negotiations, developing strategy for negotiations, and/or instructing 
negotiators, under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(4)(e); AND THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL 
DETAILS ARE PROVIDED FOR IDENTIFICATION PURPOSES: Water augmentation plan. 

 
The first scheduled executive session began at 8:37 p.m. and concluded at 9:04 p.m., and was 
attended by the mayor and council members along with City Manager Jeff Wells, Assistant City 
Attorney Jason Meyers, Water Resources/Utilities Director Brent Nation and Steve Sims.  
Following the conclusion of this first executive session, the council returned to the regular 
meeting, where Councilmember Forstedt reported that the council had met in executive session 
for the purpose stated on the meeting agenda and the council was advised and discussed 
positions related to negotiations. No motion was made. 
 
The council then convened a second scheduled executive session, which had been published 
as follows: 
 

EXECUTIVE SESSION for a conference with the City attorney for the purpose of receiving 
legal advice on specific legal questions under C.R.S. Section 24-6-402(4)(b) AND THE 
FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL DETAILS ARE PROVIDED FOR IDENTIFICATION 
PURPOSES: Settlement of litigation. 

 
This second executive session began at 9:09 p.m. and concluded at 9:36 p.m., and was 
attended by the mayor and council along with Wells and Meyers. At the conclusion of this 
executive session the council returned to the regular meeting, where Forstedt reported that the 
council had met in executive session for the purpose stated on the meeting agenda and the 
council was so advised by legal staff. No motion was made. 
 
Mayor McAlister adjourned the April 2, 2013 regular meeting at 9:38 p.m. 
 

 

 /s/ Terry L. McAlister 

 Mayor 

 

/s/ John J. Brennan 

City Clerk 


