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April 16, 2013 
 
The City Council of the City of Fort Morgan, Colorado, met this day in the Council Chambers of 
City Hall.  The Honorable Mayor Terry L. McAlister called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 
p.m. 
The Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
Roll Call:   Present: Honorable Mayor Terry L. McAlister 
 Councilmember Scott Bryan 
 Councilmember Christine Castoe 
 Councilmember Debra J. Forstedt 

 Councilmember Lisa Northrup 
 Councilmember Joe Segura Jr. 
 Councilmember Ronald Shaver 
 
The meeting was also attended by City Manager Jeff Wells, Police Chief Keith Kuretich, 
Municipal Engineer Brad Curtis, Community Development Director David Callahan, Human 
Resources/Risk Management Director Michael Boyer, Water Resources/Utilities Director Brent 
Nation, Light & Power Superintendent Doug Linton, Parks Superintendent Doak Duke, Fire 
Chief Erik Christensen, Assistant City Attorney Jason Meyers and City Clerk/PIO John Brennan. 
              
PROCLAMATION DECLARING MAY TO BE BUILDING SAFETY MONTH    
 
Mayor Terry McAlister read the proclamation and presented a signed formal copy to Community 
Development Director David Callahan. 
              
PRESENTATION OF FINAL ISO RATINGS         
 
Fire Chief Erik Christensen reviewed the process of determining the city’s ISO rating, which is 
done about every 10 years and affects the homeowner insurance premiums of residents. He 
said the initial rating for the city in the most recent inspection had gone up, meaning higher 
premiums for residents, but that fire department and city staff had appealed that rating and after 
much effort had been able to maintain the previous rating of 4. The council thanked Christensen 
and city staff for their work in achieving this rating. 
              
APPOINTMENT TO FILL A VACANCY ON THE PLANNING COMMISSION    
  
Callahan said Robert Larsen had attended the last meeting of the Planning Commission and 
applied to fill a vacancy on the commission after the meeting, so the full commission had not 
had the opportunity to review or make a recommendation regarding the application. Callahan 
said because of the importance of maintaining a quorum on the commission he was asking the 
council to approve the application and appoint Larsen to the panel. 
McAlister said he did not see anything in the application that was unfavorable. Councilmember 
Ron Shaver made a motion to appoint Robert Larsen to the Planning Commission, which was 
seconded by Councilmember Scott Bryan and approved unanimously. 
              
PRESENTATION BY REPRESENTATIVES OF THE MUNICIPAL ENERGY AGENCY OF 
NEBRASKA ON ELECTRIC RATES AND COSTS 
 
City Manager Jeff Wells introduced Robert Pick, director of wholesale operations for MEAN, and 
Jamie Johnson, director of finance and accounting. They went through a PowerPoint 
presentation about the reasons for the 9.75% rate increase to be imposed by MEAN on its 
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customers including Fort Morgan, including fewer sales to non-members, long-term purchase 
power agreements locked in when natural gas rates were much higher, and higher costs for 
power generation, transmission, compliance/regulatory adherence and cash reserves. 
Pick and Jonson also answered questions about several issues, including a settlement that cost 
MEAN $6.3 million, the impact of a new office building and salary raises on rates, the prospects 
for MEAN participation in a proposed waste-to-energy project in Fort Morgan and the potential 
for future rate increases. Pick said he expected to see another increase in the range of the 
same 9.75% for next year but then the increases would gradually diminish after that. 
No action was taken. 
              
COUNCIL ACTING AS THE LOCAL LICENSING AUTHORITY – SPECIAL EVENTS PERMIT 
FOR THE BPOE  ELKS LODGE 
 
City Clerk/PIO John Brennan reviewed the application for these permits, saying such permits 
were a regular occurrence with the local Elks lodge. Shaver made a motion to approve the 
Special Event Permits for two events covering three days on April 20 and July 5-6, which was 
seconded by Councilmember Debra Forstedt and approved unanimously 
Bryan then asked if there was something that could be done to streamline the approval process 
for such routine matters, and Brennan and Wells said a Resolution could be prepared that 
would delegate authority to the City Clerk for certain routine liquor licensing approvals to be 
done administratively. 
              
SECOND READING AND PUBLIC HEARING OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE 
MUNICIPAL CODE TO PROHIBIT DOGS IN THE FORT MORGAN CEMETERY    
 
Mayor McAlister reviewed the format to be followed for the public hearing, and Brennan 
confirmed that proper legal notice of the hearing had been published. Wells explained that the 
ordinance was the same as that presented and approved on first reading at the previous council 
meeting, and McAlister asked for public comments. 
Jan Camp of 915 Lane St. told the council she walked her dog at the cemetery regularly and 
cleaned up after the animal. She said she knew the cemetery was not a park but felt the 
availability of it for walking was a benefit to living in the city. 
Corliss Littlefield of 800 Walnut St. also spoke, referring to an extensive letter to the editor she 
wrote to the local newspaper expressing opposition to the ordinance. She said the ordinance 
was probably not a big deal to most people but was for those who do walk their dogs at the 
cemetery. She encouraged the council to educate residents about their responsibility to clean 
up after their dogs. 
John Camp of 915 Lane St. said law enforcement canines are trained on the cemetery grounds 
and they should not be treated differently than dogs being walked by private citizens. 
John Perkins of 304 Walnut St. said he did not share the same views as the previous speakers, 
saying he had seen dogs running wild in the cemetery and owners playing with their dogs there, 
which he said was inappropriate and not the purpose of the cemetery. He said the city spends a 
great deal of time and money to have a nice cemetery, and does the same to maintain its many 
parks, and that dogs should go to the parks and not the cemetery. 
McAlister asked if any written or oral comments had been received by the City Clerk’s Office, 
and Brennan reviewed comments from a phone conversation with John Young of 924 Maple St., 
who also felt the proposed ordinance would punish all residents for the failure of a few to clean 
up after their animals. Young encouraged the city to try other measures such as signs or plastic 
bag dispensers before resorting to a complete ban of animals from the cemetery. 
Council members then offered their own comments and spoke about public input they had 
received, with several saying that the cemetery was not a park and should be treated differently 
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than a park. Several council members also said the issue seemed to indicate a need for a dog 
park or similar facility in the city. 
There being no further public comment, Forstedt made a motion to close the public hearing, 
which was seconded by Northrup and approved unanimously. 
Northrup then offered a resolution to approve the second and final reading of Ordinance No. 
1136, an Ordinance amending the Municipal Code to prohibit dogs in the Fort Morgan 
Cemetery, and authorization to publish by title only. That resolution was seconded by 
Councilmember Joe Segura Jr. and approved on a vote of 6-1, with Forstedt voting against. 
              
ACCEPTANCE OF AN ANNEXATION PETITION AND MAP FOR THE FORT MORGAN 
FARMS LLC ANNEXATION AND SCHEDULING OF A PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Callahan explained that the annexation petition and map were the same as discussed at the 
previous council meeting, and were being presented for formal acceptance by the council. He 
asked that a public hearing on the matter be scheduled for May 21. 
Forstedt offered a resolution to accept the annexation petition and map for the Fort Morgan 
Farms LLC Annexation and schedule a public hearing for May 21. That resolution was 
seconded by Bryan and approved unanimously. 
              
BIDS FOR RIVERSIDE PARK SOFTBALL/BASEBALL FIELD SCOREBOARDS   
 
Parks Superintendent Doak Duke reviewed the bidding process for this item, and asked for 
council approval of the staff recommendation. 
Shaver offered a resolution to accept the bid from Churchich Recreation of Niwot, Colo., for 
$12,902 for two scoreboards and identification signs and $6,989 for costs associated with the 
installation of the scoreboards, for a total amount not to exceed $19,800. That resolution was 
seconded by Forstedt and approved unanimously. 
              
BIDS FOR A PICKUP TRUCK FOR THE ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT 
 
Electric Superintendent Doug Linton reviewed the bid process for this item, and asked for 
council approval of the bid from Stone Motors for a Ford pickup truck. Asked why staff was not 
recommending acceptance of two bids that were lower, Linton said those bids did not meet the 
city’s specifications for the truck. 
Northrup offered a resolution to accept the bid of $25,991 for a Ford 4WD, four-door pickup and 
optional bed liner from Stone Motors of Julesburg, Colo., and $2,009 for costs associated with a 
mobile radio and other miscellaneous items, with the total cost not to exceed $35,000. That 
resolution was seconded by Shaver and approved unanimously. 
              
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN A SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT WITH 
TYLER TECHNOLOGIES 
 
Wells said the council had been apprised of the specifics of the settlement agreement in an 
executive session earlier in April, and approval of the agreement would resolve all potential 
claims between the two parties. 
Forstedt offered a resolution to authorize the mayor to sign the settlement agreement with Tyler 
Technologies, which was seconded by Bryan and approved unanimously. 
              
CONSENT AGENDA BY RESOLUTION          
 
Brennan presented the Consent Agenda for Council consideration as follows: 
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CONSENT AGENDA 

A. Approval of the disbursements and payroll for March 
B. Approval of the minutes of the April 2, 2013 City Council regular meeting 

 
Bryan offered a resolution to approve the Consent Agenda as presented, which was seconded 
by Shaver and approved unanimously. 
              
PUBLIC COMMENT / AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION       
 
None. 
              
REPORTS BY OFFICIALS AND STAFF         
 
Wells thanked the council members who came to a residential development public forum the 
previous day, and said he would bring back a plan to the council to address the issues raised 
there. He also pointed out the new format of the monthly city manager’s report that was 
replacing the reports provided separately by various directors and departments in the past. 
Wells also reviewed the sales tax revenue numbers for the first two months of 2013, which were 
positive, and informed the council that the city had made the short list of finalists but ultimately 
did not receive a grant from the Colorado Department of Local Affairs for a drainage project. 
Water Resources/Utilities Director Brent Nation provided an update on drought conditions and 
informed the council that the Northern Colorado Water Conservancy District had raised its quota 
for Colorado-Big Thompson water from 50 percent to 60 percent during its spring meeting the 
previous week. He said this would provide all of the water the city would need in 2013 and also 
allow the city to maximize its carryover rights for the following year. 
Wells then told the council about a proposed plan to hold public forums in each ward of the city 
on the question of whether to regulate or prohibit commercial marijuana, and those forums were 
set for May 9, 16 and 23. 
              
BIDS, MEETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS        
 
Brennan announced current bids and upcoming meetings. Segura asked if there was some way 
the city could include volunteer firefighters on the city health insurance plan, and Wells indicated 
there may be some issues related to that but he would investigate it. 
 
Mayor McAlister adjourned the April 16, 2013 regular meeting at 8:14 p.m. 

 

 

 /s/ Terry L. McAlister 

 Mayor 

 

/s/ John J. Brennan 

City Clerk 

 

 


