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January 14, 2014 
 
The City Council of the City of Fort Morgan, Colorado, met this day in the Council Chambers of 
City Hall for its organizational meeting. The Honorable Mayor Terry L. McAlister called the 
special meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was given. 
 
Roll Call:   Present: Honorable Mayor Terry L. McAlister 
 Councilmember Scott Bryan 
 Councilmember Debra J. Forstedt 

 Councilmember Lisa Northrup 
 Councilmember Joe Segura Jr. 
 Councilmember Ronald Shaver 
 Absent:    Councilmember Christine Castoe (Excused) 

 
The meeting was also attended by City Manager Jeff Wells, City Treasurer Jeanne Kinney, 
Human Resources/Risk Management Director Michael Boyer, Engineering/Public Works 
Director Brad Curtis, Assistant City Attorney Jason Meyers, Fire Chief Erik Christensen, 
Municipal Judge Dennis Brandenburg and Police Chief Darin Sagel. 
              
APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 7, 2014 REGULAR MEETING   
 
Councilmember Lisa Northrup offered a resolution to approve the minutes as presented, which 
was seconded by Councilmember Ron Shaver and approved on a unanimous vote of 6-0, with 
Councilmember Christine Castoe absent. 
              
COMMENTS FROM OUTGOING COUNCILMEMBERS       
 
Mayor Terry McAlister asked council members who would end their terms at this meeting to 
offer any comments they might have. Councilmember Debra Forstedt said her decision not to 
run for an additional term was based on personal reasons and a desire to spend time with her 
new grandchildren. She said she was fortunate to have served on a council that made every 
effort to get all of the facts before making decisions, and urged the community to get involved in 
city affairs by offering input and feedback. She commended the city staff for its work and wished 
the new council great success. 
Councilmember Scott Bryan said he was proud to have been a part of the council and felt the 
council had made many good decisions during his four years. He said it had been an honor to 
serve and he was sorry to be leaving.  
              
OATH OF OFFICE FOR MAYOR MCALISTER        
 
Municipal Judge Dennis Brandenburg administered the oath of office to Mayor Terry L. 
McAlister, who commenced his third term at this meeting. 
              
OATHS OF OFFICE FOR COUNCILMEMBERS KEVIN LINDELL AND DAMON MUSSMAN  
 
McAlister administered the oaths of office for incoming Councilmembers Kevin Lindell, 
representing Ward 3, and Damon Mussman, representing Ward 2, both of whom had been 
elected in the Nov. 5, 2013 municipal election. 
McAlister then asked that the roll be called again with the new councilmembers seated. 
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Roll Call:   Present: Honorable Mayor Terry L. McAlister 
 Councilmember Ronald Shaver  
 Councilmember Joe Segura Jr. 
 Councilmember Damon Mussman 
 Councilmember Lisa Northrup 
 Councilmember Kevin Lindell 
 Absent:    Councilmember Christine Castoe (Excused) 

              
COMMENTS FROM MAYOR McALISTER         
 
McAlister welcomed the new council members and said goodbye to the departing members, 
saying he looked forward to working with the new City Council and progressing forward. He said 
council members would not always agree but needed to be respectful and follow procedure. He 
told members to vote for what’s best for the city, never apologize for the way they vote and vote 
the way they believe. The mayor said the city was financially strong and had the best 
employees anywhere, and with those tools Fort Morgan would remain a city envied by many 
others. 
              
COMMENTS FROM INCOMING COUNCILMEMBERS       
 
Lindell said he decided to run for the council because he was at a stage of life when he had a 
little more time, and since he had a lifetime of servitude as a physician he still wanted to serve 
the City of Fort Morgan that had done so much for him. He said he knew the job would be 
difficult and complicated but that he looked looked forward to jumping in with both feet, working 
with the council and helping Fort Morgan continue to move forward. 
Mussman said he was looking forward to the opportunity to serve. He said he had a long history 
of service in the community, and serving on the city council was something he had wanted to do 
for quite some time. He said he had been in the community almost 12 years and it had been 
very good to him and his family, and he couldn’t think of a better way to give back than to serve 
on this council and help the city continue to progress and move forward as it had in the time he 
had lived in the city. 
              
COUNCIL ELECTION OF MAYOR PRO TEM        
 
McAlister asked for nominations for the position of mayor pro tem, and Councilmember Lisa 
Northrup nominated Councilmember Ron Shaver, who was the current mayor pro tem. That 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Joe Segura Jr. McAlister asked if there were any 
other nominations, and seeing none, said Shaver could be appointed by acclamation without a 
formal vote. The council agreed by consensus and Shaver was declared the mayor pro tem. 
              
APPOINTMENTS OF COUNCILMEMBERS TO CITY BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS   
 
Mayor McAlister reviewed the various city advisory boards and commissions as well as several 
outside organizations on which the city was represented, and appointed council members to 
serve as council representatives or liaisons to each. 
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RESOLUTION CONFIRMING APPOINTED AND DESIGNATED CITY OFFICIALS AND 
APPROVING EXTENSION OF THE CONTRACT WITH THE MUNICIPAL JUDGE 
 
Shaver offered a resolution to approve this Resolution, which confirmed the appointments of 
Jeffrey A. Wells as City Manager and as Interim City Attorney, Dennis Brandenburg as 
Municipal Court Judge and Carl McGuire as Deputy Municipal Judge; affirmed the designation 
of City Clerk/PIO John Brennan as Acting City Manager; and approved the extension of the 
contract for services with Brandenburg as Municipal Judge for an additional two years. That 
resolution was seconded by Northrup and approved on a unanimous vote of 6-0, with Castoe 
absent. 
              
RESOLUTION AFFIRMING THE VOTE OF THE FIRE DEPARTMENT AND RATIFYING THE 
APPOINTMENT OF THE FIRE CHIEF 
 
Fire Chief Erik Christensen informed the council he had recently been re-elected as chief by the 
volunteers of the department, and reviewed the new officers also installed at the department for 
the next two years. Wells noted that the fire department was different than the rest of the city 
departments, in that the members vote for the chief and the council simply ratifies that 
appointment. 
Northrup offered a resolution to approve the Resolution affirming the vote of the fire department 
and ratifying the appointment of Erik Christensen as the fire chief for the City of Fort Morgan. 
That resolution was seconded by Mussman and approved unanimously. 
              
PRESENTATION OF COUNCIL COMMUNICATION MEMOS FROM APPOINTED OFFICIALS  
 
Wells said both he and the fire chief had prepared memos outlining their policies for 
communication by City Council members to city employees under their supervision, and copies 
had been provided in the council meeting packets. Wells encouraged council members to speak 
with any city employees at any time, but reminded them that employees should not bring 
employment issues to council members. 
Christensen told the council that they were welcome to visit the department and ask any 
questions they might have about the department, and if they had questions for the chief they 
should feel free to bring those to him. 
No council action was taken. 
              
RESOLUTION DESIGNATING THE CITY’S OFFICIAL POSTING SITE FOR POSTING 
NOTICES OF MEETINGS AS REQUIRED UNDER THE COLORADO OPEN MEETINGS LAW 
 
Human Resources/Risk Management Director Michael Boyer explained that this was an annual 
resolution to designate the lobby of City Hall as the posting place for announcements of 
meetings, and the Fort Morgan Times as the newspaper to be used for publication of legal 
notices requiring publication in a newspaper of record. 
Mussman offered a resolution to approve this Resolution, which was seconded by Shaver and 
approved unanimously. 
              
RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE ESTABLISHMENT AND OPERATION OF CITY BANK 
ACCOUNTS 
 
Wells explained that this was another annual housekeeping measure specifying the city staff 
members who are authorized to sign on behalf of the city on certain bank accounts and perform 
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other financial transactions. Northrup offered a resolution to approve this Resolution, which was 
seconded by Shaver and approved unanimously. 
              
PRESENTATION AND POSSIBLE ACTION ON SCHEDULING OF A SHOW CAUSE 
HEARING FOR FEB. 4 REGARDING THE VIOLATIONS UNDER THE PRIOR LIQUOR 
LICENSE FOR THE QUEEN LOUNGE 
 
Wells said staff had notified Keith Lehman, the owner of the Queen Lounge, regarding alleged 
violations of liquor licensing laws and regulations at the establishment. Wells reminded the 
council that it had recently approved a transfer of ownership application for the establishment, 
but these allegations concerned violations during the time Lehman was in control of the 
establishment. 
Wells said the city staff was working with Lehman to resolve the concerns without a hearing, but 
if those negotiations were not successful the council would need to convene as the Local 
Licensing Authority and hold a show cause hearing to hear evidence regarding the allegations 
and give Lehman an opportunity for due process to present his side of the case. 
Shaver made a motion to set a show cause hearing regarding the Queen Lounge for Feb. 4, 
which was seconded by Northrup and approved unanimously. 
 
Wells then read a statement from the Morgan County Commissioners, thanking the outgoing 
council members for their time, support and efforts and welcoming the incoming members. The 
commissioners said they looked forward to working together to continue to develop the positive 
relationship between the city and county for the betterment of the city as well as the county as a 
whole. 
 
Mayor McAlister adjourned the January 14, 2014 special meeting at 6:39 p.m. 

 

 

 /s/ Terry L. McAlister  

 Mayor 

/s/ John Brennan_____ 

City Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


