
 1

ORDINANCE NO.  1042 
 

AN ORDINANCE  
AMENDING SEC. 18-3,1409, COMPULSORY INSURANCE-PENALTY,  

MODEL TRAFFIC CODE OF THE CITY OF FORT MORGAN, COLORADO 
 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF FORT MORGAN: 
 
 SEC. 18-3, 1409, COMPULSORY INSURANCE – PENALTY, Model Traffic 
Code of the City of Fort Morgan, IS HEREBY REPEALED AND REENACTED TO 
READ IN ITS ENTIRETY AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1409, Compulsory insurance - penalty, is amended to read in its entirety 
as follows: 

(1) No owner of a motor vehicle required to be registered in this state shall 
operate the vehicle or permit it to be operated on the public highways of this state when 
the owner has failed to have a complying policy or certificate of self-insurance in full 
force and effect as required by law. 

(2) No person shall operate a motor vehicle on the public highways of this state 
without a complying policy or certificate of self-insurance in full force and effect as 
required by law. 

(3) When an accident occurs, or when requested to do so following any lawful 
traffic contact or during any traffic investigation by a peace officer, no owner or operator 
of a motor vehicle shall fail to present to the requesting officer immediate evidence of a 
complying policy or certificate of self-insurance in full force and effect as required by 
law. 

(4) (a) Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (1), (2), or (3) of this 
section commits a class 1 misdemeanor traffic offense. The minimum fine imposed by 
section 42-4-1701 (3) (a) (II) (A) shall be mandatory, and the defendant shall be 
punished by a minimum mandatory fine of not less than five hundred dollars. The court 
may suspend up to one half of the fine upon a showing that appropriate insurance as 
required pursuant to section 10-4-619 or 10-4-624, C.R.S., has been obtained. Nothing 
in this paragraph (a) shall be construed to prevent the court from imposing a fine greater 
than the minimum mandatory fine. 

(b) Upon a second or subsequent conviction under this section within a period of 
five years following a prior conviction under this section, in addition to any imprisonment 
imposed pursuant to section 42-4-1701 (3) (a) (II) (A), the defendant shall be punished 
by a minimum mandatory fine of not less than one thousand dollars, and the court shall 
not suspend such minimum fine. The court or the court collections' investigator may 
establish a payment schedule for a person convicted of the provisions of subsection (1), 
(2), or (3) of this section, and the provisions of section 16-11-101.6, C.R.S., shall apply. 

http://198.187.128.12/colorado/lpext.dll?f=FifLink&t=document-frame.htm&l=jump&iid=COCODE&d=42-4-1701&sid=57a94281.1a06b759.0.0#JD_42-4-1701
http://198.187.128.12/colorado/lpext.dll?f=FifLink&t=document-frame.htm&l=jump&iid=COCODE&d=10-4-619&sid=57a94281.1a06b759.0.0#JD_10-4-619
http://198.187.128.12/colorado/lpext.dll?f=FifLink&t=document-frame.htm&l=jump&iid=COCODE&d=42-4-1701&sid=57a94281.1a06b759.0.0#JD_42-4-1701
http://198.187.128.12/colorado/lpext.dll?f=FifLink&t=document-frame.htm&l=jump&iid=COCODE&d=16-11-101.6&sid=57a94281.1a06b759.0.0#JD_16-11-1016
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The court may suspend up to one half of the fine upon a showing that appropriate 
insurance as required pursuant to section 10-4-619 or 10-4-624, C.R.S., has been 
obtained. 

(c) In addition to the penalties prescribed in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this 
subsection (4), any person convicted pursuant to this section may, at the discretion of 
the court, be sentenced to perform not less than forty hours of community service, 
subject to the provisions of section 18-1.3-507, C.R.S. 

(5) Testimony of the failure of any owner or operator of a motor vehicle to present 
immediate evidence of a complying policy or certificate of self-insurance in full force and 
effect as required by law, when requested to do so by a peace officer, shall constitute 
prima facie evidence, at a trial concerning a violation charged under subsection (1) or 
(2) of this section, that such owner or operator of a motor vehicle violated subsection (1) 
or (2) of this section. 

(6) No person charged with violating subsection (1), (2), or (3) of this section 
shall be convicted if the person produces in court a bona fide complying policy or 
certificate of self-insurance that was in full force and effect as required by law at the 
time of the alleged violation. 

(7) The owner of a motor vehicle, upon receipt of an affirmation of insurance as 
described in section 42-3-113 (2) and (3), shall sign and date such affirmation in the 
space provided. 

EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
 This Ordinance shall be effective as to violations committed on or after April 30, 
2007. 
 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY  
       OF FORT MORGAN, COLORADO 

[SEAL] 
 
       BY:  /s/ Jack Darnell   
    Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Andrea J. Strand    
City Clerk 
 
 
 PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON FINAL READING AND ORDERED 
PUBLISHED, the 17th day of April, 2007. 

     

http://198.187.128.12/colorado/lpext.dll?f=FifLink&t=document-frame.htm&l=jump&iid=COCODE&d=10-4-619&sid=57a94281.1a06b759.0.0#JD_10-4-619
http://198.187.128.12/colorado/lpext.dll?f=FifLink&t=document-frame.htm&l=jump&iid=COCODE&d=18-1.3-507&sid=57a94281.1a06b759.0.0#JD_18-13-507
http://198.187.128.12/colorado/lpext.dll?f=FifLink&t=document-frame.htm&l=jump&iid=COCODE&d=42-3-113&sid=57a94281.1a06b759.0.0#JD_42-3-113
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  THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY  
   OF FORT MORGAN, COLORADO 
[SEAL] 
 
       BY:  /s/ Jack Darnell   
 Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
/s/ Andrea J. Strand 
City Clerk 
 
 
STATE OF COLORADO       )   
COUNTY OF MORGAN        )                                CERTIFICATE 
CITY OF FORT MORGAN    )    
 

I, Andrea Strand, the duly appointed, qualified and acting Clerk of the City of Fort 
Morgan, Colorado, do hereby certify and attest that the foregoing Ordinance No. 1042 
was, as a proposed Ordinance duly and legally presented to the City Council of the City 
of Fort Morgan, Colorado, at a regular meeting on the 3rd day of April, 2007.  Said 
Ordinance, as proposed, was duly read at length at said regular meeting, and thereafter 
the same was, on the 6th day of April, 2007, published in the Fort Morgan Times, a daily 
newspaper of general circulation published and printed in the City of Fort Morgan, 
Morgan County, Colorado.  Said proposed Ordinance was again taken up and read as 
amended a second time, duly and legally passed, approved and adopted at a Regular 
Meeting of the City Council held on the 17th day of April, 2007.  Within five (5) days 
after its final passage, said Ordinance was published by title only in the Fort Morgan 
Times, a daily newspaper of general circulation published and printed in the City of Fort 
Morgan, Morgan County, Colorado.   

 
/s/ Andrea J. Strand    

                                City Clerk 
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